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Welcome and Introduction

12:45-1:00  Define Early Childhood Caries

*1:00-1:15     Exercise #1 “Facts or Fiction”

1:15-1:30    Tooth Development/Tooth Decay Process

*1:30-1:45      Exercise #2 Restricting factors            Contributing factors.

1:45-2:00     Prevention strategies/resources and tools

*2:00-2:15     Exercise #3 Tool Kit Action plan 

2:15-2:30    Questions and Answers 

1. Define Caries, Early Childhood Caries 1. Define Caries, Early Childhood Caries 
(ECC) and  Severe Early Childhood (ECC) and  Severe Early Childhood 
Caries (SCaries (S--ECC)ECC)

2. Access Facts and Figures related to ECC.2. Access Facts and Figures related to ECC.

3. Recognize stages of tooth development 3. Recognize stages of tooth development 
and tooth decay in children. and tooth decay in children. 

4. Apply knowledge and skills to 4. Apply knowledge and skills to 
influence oral health behaviors that will influence oral health behaviors that will 
reduce the risk of tooth decay in young reduce the risk of tooth decay in young 
children.children.

Definition of  Definition of  Caries Caries 

Source: American Academy of   Pediatric Dentistry. Guideline on Infant Oral Health Care.       

Reference Manual, Vol 29: 7, 2007-2008.

Caries is a bioCaries is a biofilmfilm (plaque)(plaque)--induced acid demineralization induced acid demineralization 
of enamel or dentin, mediated by saliva. of enamel or dentin, mediated by saliva. 

Translation:
Caries is the formation of a 
bacterial film on teeth that 
produces an acid that  
removes minerals from 
teeth, saliva is the 
mechanism responsible for 
this process.  
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The disease of ECC is the presence of 1  or more The disease of ECC is the presence of 1  or more 
decayed, missing (due to caries), or filled tooth decayed, missing (due to caries), or filled tooth 
surfaces in any primary tooth in a child under  surfaces in any primary tooth in a child under  
age 6. age 6. 

Source: American Academy of   Pediatric Dentistry. Guideline on Infant Oral Health Care.       

Reference Manual, Vol 29: 7, 2007-2008.

Early Childhood Early Childhood Caries Caries (ECC)(ECC)

Translation: one tooth 
affected by decay or any  
treatment as a result of 
tooth decay under age 6. 

Under age 3 Under age 3 
any sign of any sign of 
tooth decaytooth decay

Age 3Age 3--5 signs of 5 signs of treatmenttreatment

Source: American Academy of   Pediatric Dentistry. Guideline on Infant Oral Health Care.       

Reference Manual, Vol 29: 7, 2007-2008.

Agree

Disagree

Exercise #1:   FACTS  or FICTION … Facts and FiguresFacts and Figures

�¾�¾In 2005,  tooth decay increased in In 2005,  tooth decay increased in 
preschoolers ages 2preschoolers ages 2--5 5 increasedincreased from 24% to from 24% to 
28%28%44 . . 

�¾�¾Decay rates in Head Start programs range Decay rates in Head Start programs range 
from 30from 30--40% in 3 year40% in 3 year--olds and 50olds and 50--60% in 4 60% in 4 
yearyear--olds.olds.

�¾�¾Access to oral health services is reported to Access to oral health services is reported to 
be the number one health issue affecting Head be the number one health issue affecting Head 
Start programs.Start programs.
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�¾�¾LowLow--income children in New York had more income children in New York had more 
tooth decay (60%) than those in higher income tooth decay (60%) than those in higher income 
groups at (48%).groups at (48%).

�¾�¾In 2005 about 4,000 3In 2005 about 4,000 3--5 year old children in New 5 year old children in New 
York State were operated on in a hospital or  York State were operated on in a hospital or  
ambulatory surgical center for treatment of tooth ambulatory surgical center for treatment of tooth 
decay.  decay.  

�¾�¾On average, national State Medicaid On average, national State Medicaid 
expenditures for restorative dental care expenditures for restorative dental care 
delivered under general anesthesia ranges from delivered under general anesthesia ranges from 
$1,500 to $2,000 per child.$1,500 to $2,000 per child.

Facts and FiguresFacts and Figures

Development of Development of 
Baby TeethBaby Teeth

Tooth anatomy

University of Illinois at Chicago: College of Dentistry 
http://www.uic.edu/classes/orla/orla312/correlated_images_skulls.htm

2nd molar 
Age 2 

1st molar ,Age 
1 

Permanent  
1st molar  

beginning to 
form 
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Bacteria  + Sugar   =

EnamelEnamel

Healthy baby toothHealthy baby tooth

Signs of tooth decaySigns of tooth decay
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DECAY

Food Bacteria

Tooth
TIME FACTOR

1. Define Caries, Early Childhood Caries 1. Define Caries, Early Childhood Caries 
(ECC) and  Severe Early Childhood (ECC) and  Severe Early Childhood 
Caries (SCaries (S--ECC).ECC).

2. Access Facts and Figures related to ECC.2. Access Facts and Figures related to ECC.

3. Recognize stages of tooth development 3. Recognize stages of tooth development 
and tooth decay in children. and tooth decay in children. 

It is common for  
pregnant women to 
have food cravings, 
infants and toddlers 
to eat often and 
young children to 
enjoy  snacks.

A  perfect match for tooth decay….
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Non Dental 
professionals are 
vital to prevention 
of Early childhood 
caries.

Improving oral health behaviors 
Restricting factors Contributing factors
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New York State Department of Health August 2006 Oral 
Health Care  during Pregnancy and Early Childhood

�¾�¾ In New York State, Medicaid covers dental In New York State, Medicaid covers dental 
services for pregnant women and mothers, as services for pregnant women and mothers, as 
long as they are income eligible for Medicaid. long as they are income eligible for Medicaid. 

�¾�¾ Pregnant women with gross incomes between Pregnant women with gross incomes between 
100% and 230% of the FPL are eligible for dental 100% and 230% of the FPL are eligible for dental 
services under a special Medicaid Program.  services under a special Medicaid Program.  

�¾�¾ Dental services through to the end of the month Dental services through to the end of the month 
that their baby turns 2 months of age.that their baby turns 2 months of age.
(1 year if enrolled in PCAP.)  (1 year if enrolled in PCAP.)  

New York State Department of Health August 2006 Oral 
Health Care  during Pregnancy and Early Childhood

�¾�¾ Eat small amount of nutritious and Eat small amount of nutritious and 
noncariogenic foods (low in sugar, or high noncariogenic foods (low in sugar, or high 
water content) throughout the day.water content) throughout the day.

�¾�¾ Use a teaspoon of baking soda in a cup of Use a teaspoon of baking soda in a cup of 
water and rinse after vomiting to neutralize water and rinse after vomiting to neutralize 
acid.acid.

�¾�¾ Chew sugarless gum after eating. Chew sugarless gum after eating. 

�¾�¾ Use gentle tooth brushing to prevent Use gentle tooth brushing to prevent 
damage to demineralized tooth surfaces.damage to demineralized tooth surfaces.

AdviceAdvice to women with nausea and vomiting to 
prevent tooth decay. 

New York State Department of Health August 2006 Oral 
Health Care  during Pregnancy and Early Childhood

Mothers             BabiesMothers             Babies
“Dental Caries is an infectious and 

transmissible disease.” 
“The mother is the most common donor 

transmitting the bacteria to babies.”

Berkowitz RJ, Mutans Streptococci: Acquisition and Transmission. Pediatric Dentistry, 2006 ;28: 106-108.
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lPractice Guidelines for 
Prenatal providers
Child Health professionals 

New York State Department of 
Health August 2006 Oral 

Health Care  during 
Pregnancy and Early 

Childhood

www.NYhealth.gov/publications.pdf
Oral Health Publications
Pregnancy and Dental Care: Facts for Mom, Facts for Baby Wallet Card

Pregnancy and Dental Care Poster

Baby Teeth Are Important Poster

http://www.nyhealth.gov/prevention/dental/providers/
You are Here: Home Page > Oral Health Programs in New York State > List of Article 28 
Dental Health Facilities 
Select a county from the list below to view dental health providers in that county

Albany County
Allegany County
Broome County
Cattaraugus County
Cayuga County
Chautauqua County
Chemung County
Chenango County
Clinton County
Cortland County
Dutchess County
Erie County
Essex County
Franklin County
Fulton County
Hamilton County
Herkimer County
Jefferson County
Lewis County
Madison County
Monroe County
Montgomery County
Nassau County
Niagara County
Oneida County …

Onondaga County
Ontario County
Orange County
Otsego County
Putnam County
Rensselaer County
Rockland County
St lawrence County
Schenectady County
Seneca County
Steuben County
Suffolk County
Sullivan County
Tioga County
Ulster County
Warren County
Wayne County
Westchester County
Yates County

Department of Health
Information for a Healthy New York

Dental Health Providers in Ontario 
County
Geneva Community Health/ Fingers Lakes 
Migrant
601 B West Washington Street
Geneva NY, 14456
315- 781-8446
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Educational Resources and Presentations

Box 571272
Washington, DC 20057-1272
(202) 784-9771
(202) 784-9777 fax
E-mail: info@mchoralhealth.org
Web site: http://www.mchoralhealth.org

http://www.mchoralhealth.org/

�Š Does Felicity have any teeth? 

�Š Do you clean Alexander’s gums and teeth? How do you 
do that? How has this been going? 

�Š Do you use toothpaste?

�Š Are you breastfeeding, bottle feeding, or both? How is 
feeding going? 

�Š How well does Julia fall asleep? Do you give her a 
bottle in bed? 

�Š Does Thomas use a pacifier? Does he suck his thumb or 
finger? 

http://www.mchoralhealth.org/pocketguide/if1.html

Fluoridation information:
CDC Water Fluoridation information: 
http://www. CDC.gov/fluoridation/

Exercise #3Exercise #3

Apply knowledge and Apply knowledge and 
skills to prevent ECC in skills to prevent ECC in 
young childrenyoung children

�Š "If you think you're too small to make a 
difference, you've obviously never been in bed 
with a mosquito." - Michelle Walker
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